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 The academy model is a sequential program structured as a school-within-a-
school. Academies incorporate integrated academic and career technical 
education, business partnerships, mentoring, and internships. 
P t hi  A d i  t  hi h h l f  t th t i   Partnership Academies represent a high school reform movement that is 
focused on smaller learning communities with a career theme. Academy 
components include rigorous academics and career technical education, 
with a career focus, a committed team of teachers, and active business and 
post-secondary partnerships. Extensive evaluations on the academies 
indicate a positive impact on school performance.  

 Key components of the Academy model are:
› CURRICULUM focused on a career theme - in a growing industry - and 

coordinated with related academic classes. 
› VOLUNTARY student selection process that identifies interested ninth 

graders. 
› TEAM OF TEACHERS who work together to plan and implement the 

program. 
› MOTIVATIONAL ACTIVITIES with private sector involvement to encourage 

academic and occupational preparation, such as: integrated and 
project-based curriculum, mentor program, classroom speakers, field 
trips, and exploration of postsecondary and career options. 

› WORKPLACE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES such as job shadowing, student 
internships, and work experience. 
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 Serve on an Advisory Committee  Serve on an Advisory Committee 
 Help develop career technical curriculum 
 Provide speakers for Academy classes
 Host field trips giving a perspective of workplace
 Provide mentors who serve as career-related role models and 

personal points of contact 
 Provide job shadowing, internship, and other work experience 

opportunities
 Provide student scholarships Provide student scholarships
 Provide equipment and technology
 Offer externships for academy staff
 Provide additional funds for academy 
 Sponsor students to Career Technical Student Organization 

(CTSO) events
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Measure qualifications needed in a specific 
industry or job function:

 CAD Certification
 EMT Certification
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 EMT Certification

Provide students with the opportunity to 
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e earn college credit while in high school: 
“AP for CTE”
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